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Deaths listed by area

England 508 ENGLAND WALES
Wales 91 London 59 Dyfed 25
Scotland 26 South Yorkshire 31 Gwent 18
N. Ireland 16 Derbyshire 26 Mid Glamorgan 18
Unknown 2 Kent 23 West Glamorgan 13
TOTAL 643 West Yorkshire 22 Clwyd 9

Lancashire 20 Gwynedd 4
Staffordshire 19 South Glamorgan 3
West Midlands 18 Angelsey Isle of 1
Cornwall 17
Essex 17
Lincolnshire 16 NORTHERN IRELAND
Tyne & Wear 15 Co. Antrim 6
Sussex 15 Co. Fermanagh 4
Cumbria 15 County Tyrone 3
Somerset 14 Londonderry 2
Greater Manchester 13 Northern Ireland 1
Norfolk 13
Nottinghamshire 11 Unknown 2
Hampshire 11
Devon 10
Oxfordshire 10 SCOTLAND
North Yorkshire 9 Fife 7
Wiltshire 9 Strathclyde 8
Shropshire 7 Lothian 3
Berkshire 7 Stirlingshire 2
Hertfordshire 7 Aberdeenshire 2
Warwickshire 7 Highland 1
Leicestershire 6 Outer Hebrides 1
Merseyside 6 Scottish Borders 1
Northumberland 5 Tayside 1
Buckinghamshire 5
Cambridgeshire 5
Cleveland 5
Cheshire 4
Surrey 4
Worcestershire 4
Dorset 4
Durham 4
Gloucestershire 3
Northamptonshire 3
Suffolk 3
Bedfordshire 2
East Yorkshire 2
Herefordshire 2
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CO-GAS SAFETY’S STATISTICS OF DEATHS AND INJURIES* 

 
UK deaths caused by accidental Carbon Monoxide (CO) poisoning  
(Between 1 Sept 1995 - 31 Aug 2012):   Total: 643 
 
TENURE 
Total Number of CO accidental deaths by Tenure: (1 Sept 95 – 31 Aug 2012): 
Owner/Occupier   375 
Private Rental 66 

61 Council 
Housing Association 21 
Other (e.g. hotel) 9 
Unknown  111 
 
SITUATION 
Total Number of  CO accidental deaths by Situation (1 Sept 1995 – 31 Aug 2012): 
House 311 Campervan 11 Public House 4 
Flat 93 

42 
Lorry 8 Shop 4 

Bungalow Shed/Cabin 7 Public Hall 2 
Caravan 24 Car 5 Tent 2 
Boat 23 Hotel 5 Care Home 1 
Garage 22 Workshop 5 Other 21 
Work Place 13 Commercial Premises 4 Unknown 36 
 
FUEL TYPE 
Total Number of  CO accidental deaths by Fuel breakdown and CO-Gas year (1 Sept to 31 Aug): 
Year 95/6 96/7 97/8 98/9 99/00 00/1 01/2 02/3 03/4 04/5 05/6 06/7 07/8 08/9 09/10 10/11 11/12 Total 
Solid fuel 27 19 25 14 17 14   5   8   3   5   8 14 10   6   7            7 11 200 
Gas Mains 32 22 18 24 14 16   7 11   9 14 12   9 11 16   4            12 2 234 
Gas Portable   8   8   6   6 10   5   7   7   6   4   7   4   3   6   5            5 0 97 
Petrol/ 
Diesel 

  6   7   3   6   3   3   8   1   2   3   2   9   5   4   6            6 1 75 

Oil   0   2   0   0   0   0   0   0   0   0   0   1   0   1   1            0 0 5 
Paraffin   0   0   0   1   1   0   0   0   2   0   0   0   1   0   0            0 0 5 
Unknown   1   0   0   0   0   0   4   4   0   3   4   2   1   3   0            4 1 27 
Total 74 58 52 51 46 38 31 31 22 29 33 39 31 36 23          34 15 643 

 
Near-Misses from Accidental Carbon Monoxide Poisoning in UK 
(01 Sept 1995 - 31 Aug 2012): Total: 4428 
More than 2188 requiring hospital treatment and of those over 379 had lost consciousness                                                                                                                                                    
      
 

Year 95/6 96/7 97/8 98/9 99/00 00/1 01/2 02/3 03/4 04/5 05/6 06/7 07/8 08/9 09/10      10/11 11/12 
 467 449 320 386 335 296 87 145 171 213 153 329 192 263 187           155 280 

 
 
Deaths from Gas Explosion in UK (Sept 1995 to Aug 2012): Total: 105 
 

Year 95/6 96/7 97/8 98/9 99/00 00/1 01/2 02/3 03/4 04/5 05/6 06/7 07/8 08/9 09/10      10/11 11/12 
 11 5 6 6 13 6 6 5 15 4 4 4 5 4 4 5 2 

 
* Information is collected from the International Press Cuttings Bureau on a daily basis and from other sources. 
Coroners are contacted about all deaths. The tabulated data presented here is based on the December 2012 
update. For further details please visit www.co-gassafety.co.uk  
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CO-Gas Safety data on deaths from unintentional CO poisoning  
put into HSE years (1 April to 31 March) 
 
Year 95/6 96/7 97/8 98/9 99/00 00/1 01/2 02/3 03/4 04/5 05/6 06/7 07/8 08/9 09/10 10/11 11/12 Total 
                   
Solid fuel 26 18 22 17 13 19   5   8   3   5   8 12 10   8   6           6 9 195 
Gas Mains 28 22 18 23 17 18   6 12   10 13   9 10 12 14   8            12 1 233 
Gas Portable   8   6   6   7 10   5   6   7   8   2   8   3   5   5   4            6 1 97 
Petrol/ 
diesel 

  3   7   5   5   4   3   6   4   2   2   2   8   7   2   8            4 3 75 

Oil   0   2   0   0   0   0   0   0   0   0   0   0   1   1   1            0 0 5 
Paraffin   0   0   0   0   2   0   0   0   0   2   0   0   1   0   0            0 0 5 
Unknown   1   0   0   0   0   0   2   6   0   3   3   3   1   3   0            3 2 27 
Total 66 55 51 52 46 45 25 37 23 27 30 36 37 33 27          31 16 637 

 
Please note that HSE collect statistics for domestic/commercial gas fatalities due to both LPG and Natural Gas. 
Workplace CO deaths recorded could (theoretically) arise from incomplete combustion of any type of fuel. In 
contrast, CO-Gas Safety collects statistics with regard to unintentional CO related deaths and injuries from all 
fuels. 
 
 

 
 
Comment by CO-Gas Safety: Please note that although RIDDOR imposes a duty to notify HSE, it seems that HSE is 
under no specific duty to investigate. HSE always investigates if there is a fatality but, in out 17 years of experience, 
does not usually investigate a mere incident or injury, unless extremely serious. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table RIDGAS

2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11 2011/12p
Explosion/fire 31 27 21 36 26
Carbon monoxide poisoning 147 172 196 229 168
Other Exposure 12 4 6 13 8
Total 190 203 223 278 202
Explosion/fire 2 2 1 3 1
Carbon monoxide poisoning 13 15 9 13 3
Other Exposure 3 1 - 1 .-
Total 18 18 10 17 4
Explosion/fire 37 30 27 48 35
Carbon monoxide poisoning 191 289 292 368 289
Other Exposure 10 5 11 12 9
Total 238 324 330 428 333

p = Provisional
(a)  Mainly piped gas but also includes bottled LPG.
(b)  An incident can cause more than one fatality or injury

Incidents relating to the supply and use of flammable gas (a) 2007/08 - 2011/12p

Regulation 6(1) of RIDDOR places a duty on certain conveyors of gas (including LPG), to notify HSE of an incident involving a fatal or 
major injury that has occurred as a result of the distribution or supply of flammable gas. The statistics published above are as reported to 
HSE. When a report is made under Reg 6(1), it will be at an early stage of the incident, thus the detailed circumstances of the incident 
will not have been confirmed.

Notes:

Number of incidents (b)

Number of fatalities

Number of non-fatalities
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CO-Gas Safety data on deaths from unintentional CO poisoning  
put into Gas Safety Trust years (1 July to 30 June)  
 
Year 95/6 96/7 97/8 98/9 99/00 00/1 01/2 02/3 03/4 04/5 05/6 06/7 07/8 08/9 09/10  10/11 11/12 Total 

                  
Solid fuel 27 18 26 13 16 15 6 8 3 5 7 13 9 9 6 6 13 200 
Gas Mains 30 21 21 24 14 17 7 11 9 14 12 7 13 16 4 12 2 234 
Gas Portable 8 8 5 7 10 4 8 7 6 2 8 4 4 5 4 6 1 97 
Petrol/ 
diesel 5 7 4 6 3 3 8 1 2 2 3 7 7 4 6 

4 3 75 

Oil 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 5 
Paraffin 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 5 
Unknown 1 0 0 0 0 0 3 5 0 3 4 2 1 3 0 4 1 27 
Total 71 56 56 51 44 39 32 32 22 26 34 33 36 38 21 32 20 643 

 
Please note. CO-Gas Safety started collecting its data on the 1st September 1995 so for 95-96, the data put into 
HSE year (April to March) and Gas Safety Trust year (June to July) is only partial for the time period. 
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Please note. CO-Gas Safety started collecting its data on the 1st September 1995 so for 95-96, the data put into 
HSE year (April to March) and Gas Safety Trust year (June to July) is only partial for the time period. 
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According to the Communities & Local Government Dwelling Stock Estimates England 2011: 

 There were an estimated 22.8 million dwellings in England as at 31 March 2011, an 
increase of 0.53 per cent on the previous year. 

 At March 2011 there were 18.8 million private dwellings (owner occupied plus private 
rented tenures) and 4.0 million social rented (housing associations plus local 
authority tenures). 
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Lead on carbon monoxide, clinical toxicology working group, 
College of Emergency Medicine, also agrees with the proposed amendments. 
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Wales & West Utilities – Working to raise awareness of Carbon Monoxide 

In 2012, Wales & West Utilities’ first call operatives 
attended nearly 7,000 emergency visits relating to 
suspected Carbon Monoxide incidents, or where the 
engineer visiting the property suspected the occupants 
were at risk from Carbon Monoxide. This represents around 
7% of our emergency calls last year. On inspection, just 
under half of these were found to be battery failures of 
audible Carbon Monoxide alarms, however, this still leaves 
a high level of likely incidents. 

Each month these incidents are mapped geographically 
onto our network providing the ability to tailor and target 
our initiatives to the area’s most at risk.  

 

At every incident, WWU’s engineers provide advice and support and 
where there is evidence of spillage, appliances are made safe with 
‘concern for safety’ notices left with the occupiers. Additionally, 
recognising our shared social obligation to raise awareness of this 
poisonous gas, WWU has taken a proactive approach to raising 
awareness of this important issue, both with our direct labour and 
contract staff and, more widely, to the 7.5 million people who live 
and work within our network. We are constantly looking for new 
and innovative ways to spread the message across our network and 
our planned awareness programme – which ultimately aims to help 
reduce the number of deaths and injuries from CO poisoning – is 
estimated, over the coming twelve months to reach over one 
million people. 

In addition to our support for CO-Gas Safety’s Posters for Schools 
competition, WWU are undertaking a number of initiatives tailored 
specifically to children. Utilising our incident data to map CO 
hotspots, we have been able to target trials of these initiatives in 
the most at risk areas. 

Amongst the other new and innovative initiatives being undertaken, some of the initiatives specifically tailored 
to young people include; 

Bespoke safety exhibition 

A series of events featuring a bespoke exhibition highlighting 
the dangers of CO.  Working with the science and technology 
centre, Techniquest, we have developed an interactive touch 
screen exhibit in which children and adults alike are aksed to 
spot the Carbon Monoxide dangers in the home environment. 
The key objective of our exhibit is to ensure the message is 
both interesting and educational. 

Poster competition at the National 
Eisteddfod of Wales 

Incident locality data (excluding battery failures) 

Carbon Monoxide – “what you should know” at the 
Royal Welsh Show 
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In 2012 we took our 150 sq metre exhibition to the Bath & West 
Show, Royal Welsh Show and National Eisteddfod of Wales. WWU is 
already making plans to continue its presence at all of these shows 
again next year as well as adding another carbon monoxide hotspot 
– Cornwall – to the list by attending the Royal Cornwall Show. The 
shows have an anticipated footfall of well over half a million people 
and in 2012 we interacted directly with over 4,000 families providing 
each with a CO alarm. 
 
Once visitors had played the  interactive game, they were aked to 
answer some key questions about what they had learned in order to 
win the alarm. This was very popular with families and was highly 
praised by show organisers as the company was named the winner 
of two major Show Awards – the Best Exhibitors Stand and the Gold 
Medal for the Stand of Educational Value. 
 
We are currently working on making this exhibit more portable for 
use in schools and other educational establishments. 
  

 
Radio campaigns 

Our “Create a Campaign” competition in partnership with Swansea Sound 
and the Wave asked children to write a radio commercial on the dangers 
of carbon monoxide and gas safety. The competition was promoted for 6 
weeks alongside key CO facts. The best three entries were invited in to 
the studios to record their commercial which was then played for a week 
on Swansea Sound and The Wave.  Over the seven weeks on air, 238 
trails were broadcast. These reached 247,040 listeners. A teacher from 
Penyrheol Comprehensive, one of the winning schools, said; “The pupils 
really enjoyed taking part and all said they were going home to ask their 
parent’s to get alarms! They seemed to learn quite a lot about carbon 
monoxide. We listened to it in school and we all heard it on air! I think it 
was a really worthwhile thing for them to do.” The winning commercials 
will be used as our company hold music to raise awareness amongst 
inbound callers to WWU. 

 

Fresher’s fairs 

We have also taken the message to students at Fresher’s Fairs in Cardiff. Students are a potentially vulnerable 
group for CO poisoning because a large number live in privately rented accommodation and so WWU was 
quick to take the opportunity of spreading the vital awareness message.  

 
 
This is just an overview of some of the CO 
related projects we are currently 
undertaking. For further information on 
these initiatives, information on our 
activities to promote awareness amongst 
other groups, or to discuss future 
partnership opportunities, please contact; 

Danielle.royce@wwutilities.co.uk 

Some of the winners creating their commercial 

Clive the dog helps spot the CO dangers 
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Registered Charity Number:1048370 
www.co-gassafety.co.uk 

 

Calling all Primary School Teachers and Pupils aged 10-11!  
We want YOU!  

 

Please help raise awareness of the dangers of carbon monoxide (CO) poisoning! 
CO-Gas Safety is an independent registered charity and is running a Schools Poster Competition for a sixth year 

to highlight the dangers of CO and other dangers from using fuel that burns. 
 

Entry is FREE   
PRIZES are at least £300 for each winning pupil and at least  

£500 for each winning school! 
 

Competition for this year closes 31st July 2013 
 

All teaching materials are on the website, including a downloadable  
Power Point Presentation See http://www.co-gassafety.co.uk/competition.html 

 

There are four regions, North England, South England, Scotland (both kindly sponsored by Scotia 
Gas Networks) & Wales (kindly sponsored by Wales & West Utilities). There will be 4 winners. 

Presentation at the House of Lords, January 2014. 

 
Teachers - You could ask your pupils to spot the CO dangers in this picture. 

Answers see http://www.co-gassafety.co.uk/answers.html 
 

The charity is hoping for some brilliant entries to get the message across simply                                                       
©Copyright CO-Gas Safety 2012
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Inside back cover of booklet – add poster by Erin McLaren 
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Back of the booklet  
Poster – Kadee please put the one I’m sending you from Sabah Hafeez 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Winner for the South. Sabah Hafeez. Age at Entry 11. 
School: Courthouse Junior, Maidenhead 
Teacher: Tricia Stevenson 


