PRESS RELEASE…….Embargoed until 6.00 a.m. Tuesday 26th January 2010 
CO-Gas Safety’s School Poster Competition to raise awareness of the dangers of carbon monoxide poisoning and other gas dangers
Second Year – Prize giving at the House of Lords on Tuesday 26th January from 15.30 to 17.00 in the Cholmondeley Room and Terrace. Room booked by Lord Oakeshott of Seagrove Bay.
The winners aged 10-11 are:-

North of England

Lily Bolsover 

Teacher Sarah Groombridge

School Sheffield High School, Junior Department. Tel: 0114 266 1435 Email: enquiries@she.gdst.net  MP Rt. Hon. Nick Clegg, Leader of the Lib. Dems
South of England

Scarlett Pugsley

Teacher Tricia Stevenson

School Courthouse Junior School Maidenhead. Tel. 01628 626958 Fax 671931 Email courthouse@rbwm.org MP Rt. Hon Theresa May
Winners of the Pilot Project run by Heather Tomlinson are:-

Wulstan Nixon

Teacher Richard Tooby
School Abberley Hall Tel. 01299 896275 Email john.walker@abberleyhall.co.uk
MP Sir Michael Spicer Con.
Charlotte Abraham & Lucy Evans

Teacher Robert Hall

School Hereford Cathedral Junior School 

Tel. 01432 363511 Email enquiry@hcjs.org MP Mr. Paul Keetch. Lib. Dem.
Ed Balls, Schools Secretary and MP for Normanton said:
 “Carbon monoxide is one of those deadly dangers that some people still don’t take seriously. The work that the charity ‘CO-Gas Safety’ do to raise awareness of the risks is crucial, and helps to save lives. I congratulate them again on the success of their schools poster competition.
I urge all primary schools to involve their Year 6 pupils in the competition – it’s a great way to learn how to keep yourself and your family safe from carbon monoxide.”
CO-Gas Safety is also publicizing its THIRD competition 2010. Closing date 31.07.10. If your child enters the competition, what he or she learns could save their lives or yours!
CO-Gas Safety’s School Poster Competition is dedicated to the memory of Edward Tomlinson
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Stephanie Trotter, OBE, President of CO-Gas Safety said, ‘We are also marking our 15th Anniversary. It is outrageous that so little has been done. Most people don’t even know what Carbon Monoxide (CO) is so how can they protect themselves? Yet CO can be emitted from any faulty cooking or heating appliance powered by any fuel that burns (coal, gas, oil, petrol, wood etc.). 
Within a few months of setting up the charity in 1995, we were lobbying for a levy on the fuel suppliers to pay for publicity about the dangers and for research. We wanted warnings like the anti-smoking warnings on prime time TV. We still think these are needed. Very little has been done by industry or Government. 

In 2000 the Health and Safety Commission (now Executive) recommended a levy on the gas suppliers. Just £2 per household per year would easily pay for prime time TV warnings like the anti-smoking warnings. The HSC also recommended that the Gas Emergency Service has and uses equipment to test appliances for CO. CO cannot be sensed using human senses. It is scandalous that it is almost impossible to obtain a test for CO on appliances. When people suspect CO they need the appliances tested for CO, to find the source of the CO and be safe.’
Molly Maher Vice-President of CO-Gas Safety says, ‘I’ve been fighting to save lives since my son Gary, aged 26, died of CO from a gas water heater in Tenerife in 1985 and my daughter Sheree, then aged 21, was confined to a wheelchair in the same incident. It is horrendous and I simply can’t understand why so little has been done by industry and by Governments to prevent these unnecessary tragedies. Why do victims keep having to say this?’ 
Paul Overton, Director of CO-Gas Safety, and stepfather of Katie Overton, who died of CO in 2003 aged eleven and a half said, ‘it is time industry stopped talking and took effective action and, because industry has done almost nothing for the past 15 years, it is high time Government forced them to do this. The Health and Safety Commission, (now Executive) made some excellent recommendations ten years ago, but they have simply been ignored. Why is this allowed to continue?’

Notes for Editors

Baroness Delyth Morgan, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Children, Young People and Families will be attending to support the event.
Families of victims and winners will be attending the event. Miss Tayla Shelley (Sheffield High School Junior Department and Miss Jessica Eales, (Lymington Junior School) who won last year will be presenting the prizes.
Miss Tayla Shelley is Miss Teen Designer UK 2009 and Miss Teen S. Yorkshire.

Do visit http://www.missteenqueenuk.com/?Page=Section:TeenQueen2010FINALISTS
For further information contact Stephanie Trotter, OBE, Tel. 01372 466135 or Mob. 07803 088688 or Email office@co-gassafety.co.uk www.co-gassafety.co.uk
Or Molly Maher 01708 761900.
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